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Introduction: I was overwhelmed! 
 

“I am overwhelmed.” 

“I cannot memorise scope and sequence!” 

“I don’t know where to start and how to start and what to start….” 

“How can I assess intercultural understanding?” 

“I cannot do this (Australian Curriculum)!  I cannot change what I have been doing!  I have no time to 

do this.  My principal is not supportive.  My students have serious behaviour problems….” 

“In short, nothing will change…” 

 

Have you heard of those internal and external voice after you attend a workshop or seminar on 

Australian curriculum: Language?  If yes, you are not alone.  There are actually many language 

teachers thinking that way RIGHT NOW.  I was one of them. 

Of course we learn many valuable things from every single workshop and seminar.  We are grateful 

for organisers and those learning and networking opportunities.  But nevertheless many of us still 

feel Australian Curriculum: Language is far away from our daily practices in the classrooms. 

But as we learned at the seminar, “Ready?  Set?  Plan?” in Brisbane on 12th of March 2016, 

Australian Curriculum is much more flexible than many of us thought.  We can start where we are 

right now.  There is no such a thing, a wrong starting point. 

Therefore, I have decided to share where I am in Australian Curriculum right now.  Of course this is 

not the answer for everyone.  It might contain my misunderstandings for Australian curriculum.  But 

I do believe that this sharing can be one of the starting points to approach toward Australian 

Curriculum and expand our daily practices.   

The key word is ICE. 

This ICE approach helped me a lot start practicing for Australian Curriculum and see more active 

learning for my students.  The ICE approach helps students and teachers clearly understand where 

they are in the learning/teaching process and what to do for the next level. 
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What is the ICE approach? 
 

The ICE approach was born in Canada by Sue Fostaty Young and Robert J Wilson in 2000 

(“Assessment & Learning: The ICE Approach”). 

“I” stands for idea. 

“C” stands for connection. 

“E” stands for extension. 

This ICE shows the level of learning process.  That is, when we learn something new in whatever 

learning areas, our understanding is limited in separated and isolated ideas/information (I).  But as 

we learn more, we start seeing the connection between each idea/information (C).  And also we 

start seeing connection between those ideas and ourselves (C).  If we study more, we can extend our 

understanding to the next level such as asking new questions, showing hypothesis, trying application 

for different settings, discovering hidden rules, developing new opinions, shifting previous paradigm, 

and creating new sentences, etc. (E). 

Here is a 3D animation to show you what ICE approach looks like. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/CHOQovUQgd8 (<<< Click to watch the video above) 

 

I hope you get the rough picture of the ICE approach. 

You might say, “Actual learning process is more complicated!”  but please remember this is a 

starting point not the comprehensive answer. 
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OK.  Please let me introduce some examples of ICE. 

For example, if a student clearly understands the meanings of each word but cannot make 

sentences, the level of his/her understanding is likely to be in the level of I (“idea”). 

Please look at the following sentence below.  This is an actual sentence one of my students wrote in 

my Japanese class. 

 

 

As you can see above, “watashi” means I, “tabemasu” means eat, and bacon is bacon.  This student 

understands the meaning of each word. But this student still needs to work on how to combine 

those words (e.g., putting each word in order, using particles between words).  The right sentence is 

“Watashi wa bacon o tabemasu.”  Therefore, the level of grammatical understanding (language 

system) for this sentence is “I.” 

And if a student can put each word in the right/acceptable order and make sentences by 

him/herself, he/she seems to be in the level of C (“Connection”).  However, if the sentences are just 

copies of sentence samples provided by the teacher, the student might be still in the level of I 

(“idea”). 

And if a student can make new sentences based on new grammatical rules by him/herself, ask a new 

question, find a new solution, shift to a new paradigm, the student is likely to be in the level of E 

(“Extension”). 

Let’s look at an example.  The following student wrote his self-introduction in Japanese scripts.  I 

would like to give this student “E” in term 1 now because he understands (1) the meaning of each 

word (“I”), he properly connects each word and himself (“C”), and he shows a new level of his 

understanding, which is that he uses Japanese scripts that have not been taught yet this year!! He 

challenges himself to extend English alphabets to scripts!  (“E”) 
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But you might say, “What about intercultural understandings?”  “There is no such a thing, bad 

culture and good culture or good opinion or bad opinion.  Therefore we cannot assess student’s 

intercultural understandings and reflection.”  “It could be different from teacher to teacher.”  But I 

believe that the ICE approach brings clear and common criteria and can help us assess intercultural 

understandings and reflection. 

Let’s take a look at an example of reflection.  This is one of tasks of when I asked my students to 

discuss about identity (“What is identity?”). 
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Many students wrote identity as name, age, hobbies, address, etc., which show a level of “I” because 

they regard identity as separated ideas, and they don’t combine or sum up those elements. 

But the student above starts with her definition (“Identity is who you are”), that is an evidence that 

the student combines each idea in her understanding (“C”). In addition, her statement is very unique 

and new to the other students (“Identity cannot be found or fabricated but emerges when one has 

the courage to let go”) (“E”).  That is a profound message!  She actually inspires me!  Therefore, I am 

showing you my courage to let go my identity as a Japanese language teacher right now! 

By the way, I thought that students had to write their reflection in a target language (e.g., Japanese).  

But thanks to the workshop I previously attended, I understand now that students do not have to 

use the target language if they do not reach the level in the language.  

To sum up,  

I (idea) = D or C C (connection)= B E (extension) = A 

Learners show 

understandings of separated 

idea 

Learners show 

connection between 

ideas, and between 

ideas and him/herself 

Learners show a new level of 

thinking or understandings 

e.g., understanding each 
word 
 
e.g., can express a simple and 
short familiar phrase 
sentence 
 
e.g., list up his/her idea 
 
e.g., can tell each cultural 
topic (Sushi is a Japanese 
food) 

e.g., put each word in 
order 
 
e.g., can interact with 
others in familiar 
settings 
 
e.g., summarise a 
paragraph / story 
 
e.g., can make basic and 
familiar sentences 
linking to him/herself.  

e.g., make up new sentences 
 
e.g., asking a new level of 
questions 
 
e.g., create his/her hypothesis 
 
e.g., solving a problem in his/her 
unique ways 
 
e.g., can interact with others in 
new settings 
 
e.g., find a new aspect of the 
event 
 
e.g., shift to new paradigm 
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How can we apply the ICE approach to 
Australian Curriculum: Language? 

 

I would like to EXTEND the ICE approach to Australian curriculum.  This is a draft and therefore I 

would like to update this based on our discussion in the near future.  I hope this will be a starting 

point for discussion and practices. 

 

Assessment (The ICE approach): DRAFT 
Communication 

A.C. I (idea): D or C 

Learners show 
understandings of 

separated idea 

C (connection): B 

Learners show 
connection between  
ideas, and between 

ideas and him/herself 

E (extension): A 

Learners show a new 
level of thinking or 

understandings 

Socialising - Understanding of 
words 

- Understanding of 
common phrases 
and sentences 

- Closed and simple 
closed questions 
and answers. 

- Making a sentence 
showing connection 
between each 
words 

- Making sentences 
connected to 
learners’ 
experiences, 
information, 
feelings, and 
thoughts. 

- Creating a new 
setting and 
information to 
introduce him/her 

 

Informing - Obtaining 
information from 
resource 

- Understanding of 
each information 

- List up information 

- Using the 
information to 
create sentences. 

- Summarise  
- Showing logical 

structure of the 
paragraph including 
topic sentence and 
support sentences  

- Obtaining 
information on 
his/her own 
questions 

- Using the 
information to show 
a new level of 
solutions, questions, 
etc. 

- Considering 
hypothesis on 
causes 

- Selecting reasonable 
hypothesis of causes 
Prove the 
hypothesis 

-  
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Creating - Understanding of 
words in an 
imaginary story 

- Understanding of 
main theme of the 
imaginary story 

- Expressing his/her 
impression or 
thoughts on the 
story in TL. 

- Creating his/her 
own imaginary story 

- Creating a new idea, 
characters, settings 
and events 

Translating - Understanding of 
each cultural 
information 

- Can translate 
separate words 

- Compare two 
cultures to find out 
similarities and 
differences 

- Expressing his/her 
thoughts on the 
similarities and 
differences 

- Can 
translate/summarise  
sentences and 
paragraph and 
stories. 

- Applying for 
different cultural 
settings 

- Translating a new 
cultural setting 

- Can properly 
translate based on 
the background 
knowledge of 
cultural, social and 
individual 
information dealing 
with new settings 

Reflecting - Listing up the 
information he/she 
learned in the class 

- Explaining the 
relationship 
between ideas or 
information 

- Adding his/her 
thought on  

- Applying what 
he/she learned in 
the class to new 
settings 

- Assessing new 
situations and 
events 

 

 

 

 

Understanding 

A.C. I (idea): D or C 

Learners show 
understandings of 

separated idea 

C (connection): B 

Learners show 
connection between 2 

ideas, and between 
ideas and him/herself 

E (extension): A 

Learners show a new 
level of thinking or 

understandings 

Systems of 
language 

Sounds 
- Can tell Japanese 

sounds from the 
other languages 

Writing 
- Can identify and 

read Japanese 
scripts and kanji 
symbols 

Sounds 
- Can compare 

Japanese sounds 
and English sounds 
(e.g., Japanese 
vowels and English 
vowels, th and s, r 
and l, etc.) 

Writing 
- Can write words 

Sounds 
- Can predict the 

sounds in a new 
word based on the 
previous learnings 

Writing 
- Can write consistent 

sentences in a 
paragraph 
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Grammatical and 
vocabulary knowledge 
- Can understand the 

structure of basic 
sentences 

Text structure and 
organisation 
-   
 

- Can understand the 
meanings of each 
single and whole 
word 

Grammatical and 
vocabulary knowledge 
- Can understand the 

differences between 
normal, negative, 
question sentences 
etc. 

Text structure and 
organisation 
-  

Grammatical and 
vocabulary knowledge 
-   
 
Text structure and 
organisation 

Language 
variation and 

change 

- Can understand 
meanings of each 
words but cannot 
understand the 
differences of 
variations 

Can tell different forms 
between  
- Casual and formal 
- Normal and 

respectful word 
- Male and female 
- children and adult 
- Verb conjugations 

- can choose the right 
words in a new 
setting 

Role of 
language and 

culture 

- Can understand the 
meanings of each of 
word but cannot 
connect the 
meanings with life.  

-  Can understand true 
meanings of Japanese 
expressions by 
connecting language 
and culture (e.g., 
Tsumarani mono desu 
ga…. / Nan nimo 
arimasen ga…..) 
 
- Can express 

Japanese 
phrases/sentences 
connected to body 
actions (e.g., bow) in 
routine settings. 

- Can use Japanese 
expressions 
connected to body 
actions in new 
settings. 

- Express a new topic 
based on Japanese 
cultural manner 
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How can we help students go  
to the next level? 

 

The ICE approach can help us know where the student is and what and how to teach next.  I would 

like to share some of what I am doing for my students.  If you would like to see more activities and 

materials, please go to my site (https://nonakasensei.wordpress.com).  

 

Struggling level to “I” level 
 

I normally start with basic conversation based on the song, “Twinkle twinkle little star.” Students do 

not need any previous knowledge and can easily learn basic phrases and sentences.  You can sing 

each conversation by using the melody of Twinkle Twinkle Little star!  I call this method, “Twinkle 

Twinkle Method.”  Try it! 

 

 

(https://youtu.be/FxrFBHjimwo ) 

☆ 
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Japanese conversation (1): 12 conversations 
 

1. GREETINGS 

A： Konnichiwa. (Hello) 

B： Konnichiwa.(Hello) 

A： Ogenki desu ka? (How are you?) 

B： Hai, genki desu.(Yes. I am fine.) 

 
2. SELF-INTRODUCTION 

Watashi wa ___ desu. (I am _____) 
Oaidekite ureshiidesu.(Nice to meet you.) 
Boku wa ___ desu. (I am ___________) 
Oaidekite ureshii desu. (Nice to meet you) 
 
3. GRATITUDE 

A: Kore douzo. (Here you go) 
B: Arigato. (Thank you) 
A: Dou itashimashite. (You are welcome) 
 
4. UNDERSTANDING 

A： Wakarimasuka? (Do you understand?) 

B： Wakarimasen. (I don’t understand.) 

Mouichido onegaishimasu. (Please say it 
again) 

A： Wakarimasu ka? (Do you understand?) 

B： Wakarimashita. (I understood) 

Arigatougozaimasu. (Thank you very much.) 
 
5. EATING 

Itadakimasu. (Thank you for cooking) 
Oishii desu. (It is delicious) 
Gochiso sama deshita. (Thank you for the 
delicious food) 
 
6. SHOPPING 

A： Ikura desu ka? (How much does it 

cost?) 

B： 10 en desu. (It costs 10 yen) 

A： Kore kudasai. (Can I have this please?) 
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B： Arigato. (Thank you) 

 
 
 
7. CELEBRATION 

A： Yatta! (You made it!) 

Banzai! (Hurray!) 
Omedeto! (Congratulations!) 

B： Arigato gozaimasu. (Thank you very 

much) 
 
8. GOOD-bye 

A： Gokigen-yo. (Good bye: formal) 

B： Sayonara. (Good bye) 

A； Jaa, mata. (See you again) 

B： Mata raishuu. (See you next week) 

 
9. APOLOGY 

A； Itatata. (It hurts.) 

B： Gomennasai. (I am sorry.) 

Daijoubu desu ka? (Are you OK?) 

A： Daijoubu desu. (I am OK.) 

 
10. HELP ME 

A； Sumimasen. (Excuse me) 

B： Nan desu ka? (What is it?) 

A： Tasukete kudasai. (Please help me) 

 
11. WHERE & WHAT TIME 

A： Doko desu ka? (Where is it?) 

B： Asoko desu. (It’s over there.) 

A： Nanji desu ka? (What is the time?) 

B： San ji go fun desu. (It is 3:05.) 

 

12. FAVOURITE 

A: Sukina _______ wa an desu ka? (What is 
your favourite ____?) 
B: ______ ga suki desu 
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Level “I” to “C” 
 

One of the biggest reasons why students cannot put each word properly is that they don’t know the 

order and they don’t know what word is coming next. 

1. Quizlet 

Quizlet is a great tool to let us practice multiple levels of tasks.  Students can practice to make up 

sentences in order. They do not need any complicated grammatical rules and words.  The more 

practice they do, the more clearly they master the word order.  You can show this activity on the 

smart board in the classroom.  Or if they have ipad or computer, they can access individually. 

- https://quizlet.com/_1yw2wn 

- https://quizlet.com/_1zibtl 

 

2. Pair work 

This is also a powerful tool to let students practice to learn word order (language system), 

translation, socialising, etc.  All you need is to ask students to find a partner.  And when a partner 

says sentences in the left column, the students can say the sentences in the right column.  This is to 

help students to respond what others say quickly. 

Japanese quick challenge sheet (1): Self introduction 

1. Your partner 2. You 

Basic Self-introduction song (1) 

How do you do? Hajimemashite. 

I am Taylor Swift. Taylor Swift desu. 

I live in America. America ni sundeimasu. 

And, I am 10 years old. Soshite, 10 sai desu. 

I am in the 6th grade this year. Kotoshi wa roku nensei desu. 

Pleased to meet you. Douzo yoroshiku. 

Konnichiwa method for Self-introduction (2) 

K Konnichiwa. 

O Ogenki desu ka. 

N Namae wa Taylor Swift desu. 

N Nenrei wa 10 sai desu. 

I Ima 6 nensei desu. 

C Chocolate ga suki desu. 

H Hot dog ga suki janai desu. 

I Ichiban sukina tabemono wa 
sushi desu. 

W Watashi wa chef ni naritai desu. 

A Australia jin desu. 

Yes / No Questions for self-introduction 

you anata wa 

Australian  Australia jin  

are desu 

You are Australian. Anata wa Australia jin desu. 
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Are you Australian? Anata wa Australia jin desu ka. 

Yes Hai 

No iie 

Are you a New Zealander? Anata wa New Zealand jin desu 
ka. 

Are you Japanese? Anata wa Nihonjin desu ka. 

Are you a teacher? Anata wa sensei desu ka. 

Are you 10 years old? Anata wa 10 sai desu ka. 

you anata wa 

An apple Ringo 

Like Ga suki desu 

You like an apple. Anata wa ringo ga suki desu. 

Do you like an apple? Anata wa ringo ga suki desu ka. 

Do you like sushi? Anata wa sushi ga suki desu ka. 

Do you like pokemon? Anata wa pokemon ga suki desu 
ka. 

Open Questions for self-introduction 

your anatano 

name namae 

what nan 

is desu 

What is your name? anatano namae wa nan desu ka. 

My name is Taylor Swift. Watashi no namae wa Taylor 
Swift desu. 

nationality kokuseki 

What is your nationality? (Anatano) kokuseki wa nan desu 
ka. 

favourite sukina 

food tabemono 

What is your favourite food? (Anatano) sukina tabemono wa 
nan desu ka. 

I like pizza. (Watashi wa) pizza ga suki desu. 

What is your favourite drink? (Anatano) sukina nomimono wa 
nan desu ka. 

I like water. (Watashi wa) mizu ga suki desu. 

What is your favourite sport? (Anatano) sukina sports wa nan 
desu ka. 

I like rugby. (Watashi wa) rugby ga suki desu. 

hobbies shumi 

are desu 

What are your hobbies? (Anatano) shumi wa nan desu 
ka. 

How old nan-sai 

How old are you? Nan-sai desu ka. 

where doko 

live sundeimasu 

you anata wa 

I am 11 years old. (Watashi wa) 11 sai desu. 

Where do you live? anata wa doko ni sundeimasu 
ka. 
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I live in Brisbane. (Watashi wa) Brisbane ni 
sundeimasu. 

your anatano 

birthday tanjoubi 

when itsu 

is desu 

When is your birthday? Otanjoubi wa itsu desu ka. 

It is May 11th. 5 gatsu 11 nichi desu. 

Quick answer challenge for Self-introduction 

Namae wa nan desu ka. (Your answer!) 

Nan-sai desu ka. (Your answer!) 

Doko ni sundeimasu ka. (Your answer!) 
Kokuseki wa nan desu ka. (Your answer!) 
Star Wars wa suki desu ka. (Your answer!) 
Vegemite ga suki desu ka. (Your answer!) 
Sukina tabemono wa nan desu ka. (Your answer!) 
Sukina supports wa nan desu ka. (Your answer!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level “C” to “E” 
 

There are many ways to help students go from “C” level to “E” level.  Point is not to learn Japanese 

but learn something in Japanese.  For example, role play, speech, making a drama, writing welcome 

cards for Japanese students, etc. are normally useful to enhance their creative and higher level of 

engagement.  Or giving them chances to TEACH Japanese or something in Japanese is also effective 

way to learn Japanese. 

What about reflection and intercultural understanding?  Generally speaking, many students have 

difficulties to start and develop a certain cultural topic by themselves.  Many of them tend to end up 

with dualistic thinking, such as like or dislike, good or bad and so on.  Therefore, we need tools to 

help them start their discussion.  I normally use thinking tools such as, “The 6 thinking hats” and 

“ABCDEFGH method” for Japanese. 
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And then, 
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The point is if they can create their own questions.  Once they can create their own questions, it is 

easy for them to start their discussion.  Of course, I encourage them to write examples, reasons etc 

to develop their discussion when they start. 
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What can we ACTUALLY do in the 
classroom? 

 

You might say, “I still cannot teach for Australian curriculum because we have many different levels 

of students in my class!”  However, there is always a way.  I am sure many teachers have special 

methods to deal with multilevel students. 

What I would like to share here is WORKSHEET, which is very simple and does not need updated 

technology.  I give students worksheet every lesson and ask them to work on with their partners or 

group. 

The key words are: 

1. Not fixed mindset but growth mindset 

2. Unkind instructions 

3. Asking questions 

4. Multi-levelled tasks on one sheet 

5. Collaboration 

6. Goals 

Not fixed mindset but growth mindset 
Teacher’s mindset has massive impact on students’ potentials in the classroom.  For example, if the 

teacher has fixed mindset, he/she tends to oppress students’ unlimited expanding potentials.  But if 

the teacher has growth mindset, he/she can help students expand their unlimited potentials or 

activate their genius!  By the way, fixed mindset is the one that labels learners’ potentials with 

limited and fixed perspective (e.g., the student A cannot master Japanese because he is naughty).  

And the fixed mindset creates a stereotype for different cultures and as a result, it prevents us from 

effective intercultural communication as shown in Australian Curriculum.  Growth mindset is the one 

that believe in and expect unlimited potentials and genius in learners.  And growth mindset 

enhances rich and deeper communication with different cultures.   

One of the most powerful methodologies to enhance learner’s growth mindset is to praise their 

efforts rather than talent or genius according to a research. I often praise their efforts and tell them 

“You can do more than what sensei teachers.”  For further study, please read the book, Mindset: 

How you can fulfil you potential written by Dr Carol S Dweck.  The book was recommended by one of 

the speakers in the MLTAQ Conference 2014. 

 

Unkind instructions 
As we know, students tend to expect teachers to be kind to support them all the time.  It is OK in 

general but it is not necessarily OK in learning settings.  That is because students do not grow only by 

support, and they need both support and challenge to grow.  But many students expect teachers to 

explain everything (including answers!) in the classroom.  As a result, some teachers explain 

everything in details in English and students feel that they have learned a lot (but they did not learn 

anything!).  And Australian Curriculum expects us to be integrated to different culture in a deeper 
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level.  So I have decided not to be kind to them.  I have stopped explaining everything and I give 

them an opportunity to find an answer by themselves.  I started using a headband called, “hachimaki 

(See the photo below)” to use more target language (Japanese) in my class. I told students that I use 

only Japanese when I put it on my head in my class (Hachimaki gives me and students clear 

distinction between English and Japanese. They started listing to what I am saying with more care.  

Otherwise students expect me to speak English and I might use more English rather than Japanese.  

And as a result, many students would not have cared about what I say). 

 

It is challenging and frustrating for both students and teachers at the beginning stage but I can 

gradually and clearly see more students’ engagement and higher proficiency in Japanese. 

 

Asking questions 
Human beings have been developing their abilities by asking questions and solving the problems in 

history.  As long as your students are human beings, they can do it too.  But in a traditional 

classroom, the only person who ask questions is A TEACHER!   It is pity that students do not ask 

questions often in the classroom although asking questions is a very powerful learning tool. 

The ICE approach can also help us understand the 3 levels of understandings of learners as below. 

I e.g., What does it mean?  How would you say it in Japanese? Is this right? 

C e.g., What is the main point of this cultural information?  What is the difference between 
Japanese and Australian schools?  Do I like the way Japanese people eat noodles? 

E e.g., Why is it important to learn different language and culture?  What are negative and 
positive aspects of _______?  How can we coexist beyond cultural and social differences? 

 

If a student’s question tends to focus on separate words/topic/idea, the student might not see the 

connection yet (I).    If a student’s question tends to searching for the connection between two 

topics, ideas, etc, the student might start seeing the connections (C).  And if a student’s question 

shows higher order thinking, the student might start going to a next level of linguistic or cultural 

understandings (E).  

 

Multi-levelled tasks on one sheet 
I used to teach ONE topic to EVEARYONE at the same time.  But I found that was not effective at all.  

For example, beginner-level students start having stress and higher level students have started 

bored.  So I have decided to offer both beginner and advanced tasks on the same sheet.  But that 

does not mean that beginners work on the basic tasks and the advanced learners work only on the 
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higher level of tasks.  They are working on the sheet together in a group or with a partner and as a 

result, beginner learners are encouraged to stretch to a next level, while advanced learners are 

expected to teach what they think they have already known.  As a result, the advanced can have 

clearer understandings of what they learned, which can be the foundation to go to a higher level of 

learning. 

 

Collaboration 
I found that collaboration is a great way for learning rather than working alone.  Collaboration helps 

learners have a new level of idea, notice his/her mistakes, etc.  And most importantly, collaboration 

can be the foundation for communication in a target language.  I used to expect students to start 

communication after I teach everything in class.  But I found it illusion.  In order to make 

communication happen, students need to be in the collaborative environment. 

Also one of the goals in my class is for every single one of the students to achieve a certain level of 

Japanese proficiency (e.g., Level I) by the end of the class.  Therefore, they have no choice but to 

collaborate together to achieve the common goal in their class.  They do not have enough time 

focusing on “naughty” stuff.  They have only time to achieve the common goals together. 

 

Goals 
As you will see below, I use the goal setting strategies, WALT (= We are learning to), WILF (= What I 

am looking for) and TIB (This is because).   

But I have started explaining the ICE approach to my students so that they can know where they are 

in learning and where to go and how to get there. 
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Lesson 1: Identity”: Let’s start learning about identity! 
 

Class Your name Your partner’s name 

  
 

 

 

WALT To translate unknown words to English, to make Japanese sentences, to discuss 
about identity 

WILF Your use of dictionary, you 5 Japanese sentences for self-introduction, your 
discussion for identity 

TIB You are to introduce yourself for Japanese visitors this year 

 

 

 

1. Write down the following information first in your Japanese book (in English)  

My information オーストラリア にほん 

e.g.,  

 I am Hana. 

 I am Japanese. 

 I like a cat. 
 

e.g.,  
Australia has pretty koara and 
kangaroo. 
 

e.g.,  
Sushi was made in Japan. 
Judo is a Japanese sport. 

 

2. Translate each word in Japanese in your book using a dictionary. 

3. Write down (1) Japanese sentences for your speech on the sheet.  (At least 5 sentences) 

 

 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

 

4. Write down (2) Discuss about identity (in English)  
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Japanese worksheet (Lesson 2): identity 
 

Class First name Last name 

 
 

  

(By the end of the term, you are to introduce yourself, asking questions, and write your essay on 

identity) 

WALT: (1) To learn new 
Japanese words 

(2) To learn how to make question 
sentences 

(3) To discuss about Japanese culture 

WILF: (1) at least 5 new 
Japanese words using a 
dictionary 

(2) your explanation on how to make 
Japanese question sentences and 5 
Japanese sentences 

(3) your own idea on Japanese culture 
(in English) 

【Task 1】 Write down at least 5 question sentences you want to ask to Japanese student in English in 

your Japanese book.  E.g., What is your name? 

【Task 2】Translate the words in Japanese using a dictionary.  Write those Japanese words (at least 5 

words) in your Japanese book.  E.g., What = Nani, is = desu, etc. 

【Task 3】Compare the following each pair of the sentences and explain how to make question 

sentences in Japanese.  Write your findings in English on this sheet. 

 Closed Questions Open Questions 

English You are Japanese. >>> Are you Japanese? Your nationality is Japanese.>>> What is 
your nationality?  

Japanese Anata wa Nihon-jin desu. >>> Anata wa 
Nihon-jin desu ka. 

Anatano kokuseki wa Nihon desu.  >>>> 
Anatano kokuseki wa nan desu ka. 

(Write your answer here) 

 

【Task 4】Write down at least 5 Japanese questions to a Japanese student below on this sheet.  E.g., 

Anatano namae wa nan desu ka. 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
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【Task 5】Discuss about “Japanese culture” in English using the following table.  (note: You can use the back side of 

the sheet if necessary) 

1. What do you think you 
know about Japanese 
culture? 

2. What do you want to know 
about Japanese culture?  
What is that you don’t 
understand about the 
culture? 

3. How do you think you could 
approach your answer to 
the left 2nd column? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

☆ 
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Lesson 3: Identity (Making a conversation) 
(Note: This is not a test.  So you can help each other in a polite manner) 

Class Your First name Your Last name Partner’s first name Partner’s last name 

 
 

    

(By the end of term 1, you are to introduce yourself and ask & answer basic questions) 

WALT: (1) to translate new 
words 

(2) to make new sentences (3) to find an effective conversation  

WILF: (1) Your use of 
dictionary 

(2) your conversations on 
the sheet 

(3) your idea on an effective 
conversation 

My behaviour goals  

TASK 1 (plan): Find your partner. And in your book, you are to write an imaginary conversation to 

get to know each other for the first time in English.  Your conversation needs to include at least (a) 3 

questions and (b) 3 answers. 

e.g., What is your name? – My name is Hana. 

TASK 2 (translation): Use a dictionary to find out the meaning of each word from task 1. Write them 

down in your book. 

e.g., What (nan) is (desu) your (anatano) name (namae)? – My (watashino) name (namae) is (desu) 

Hana. 

TASK 3 (Writing Japanese sentences): Use the sentence structure to make sentences below. At least 

3 sets of Q&A. 

Topic wa noun particle verb ka 

e.g., Anatano 
namae 

wa nan  desu Ka 

Q: 
 

     

A: 
 

     

Q: 
 

     

A: 
 

     

Q: 
 

     

A: 
 

     

Q: 
 

     

A: 
 

     

You are a genius.  You’ll apply 

your wisdom to surprise Sensei! 
You can do more than what 

Sensei teaches. 
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Task 4: When you ask questions on identity to a Japanese student, what do you think you need to 

consider?  Write your thought or opinions below (or behind the sheet) in English. 

 

 

 

Task 5: (1) What did you actually learn in the lesson?  (2) What are your remained questions in the 

class?  (3) How can you find the answers?  Write them below (or behind the sheet) in English. 
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Lesson 4: Be somebody! 

Class First name Last name Partner’s first name Partner’s last name 

  
 

   

 

WALT To learn new words and sentences. 

WILF Completion of this worksheet using dictionaries and asking questions and 
helping each other 

 

Easy tasks (for C or D or E): YOU ARE TO DO IT IN YOUR JAPANESE BOOK. 

 TASK 1: Use a dictionary to translate the following words in Japanese 

including (1) my, (2) name, (3) is, (4) I, (2) am, (3) singer, (4) actor, 

(5)player, (6) character, (7) like, (8) song, (9) friend, (10) movie. 

 TASK 2: Translate the following sentences in English including (1) 

Watashino namae wa Taylor Swift desu, (2)Watashi wa kashu desu.  (3) 

Watashi wa uta ga suki desu. 

 TASK 3: Translate the following sentences in Japanese including: (1) My 

name is Pika Chuu. (2) I am a friend.  (3) I like movies. 

Challenging tasks (for A or B) 
 TASK 4: Choose somebody you like such as a sport player, a cartoon, character, a 

singer, an actor, etc.  Write down his/her self-introduction as if you were him/her in 

Japanese at least 3 sentences.  You can use a dictionary.  You can help each other.  

You can ask questions to Sensei as well. 

 Topic wa noun particle verb 
e.g.,  Watashi wa sensei  desu 

1      
2      

3      
4      

5      

 

 TASK 5: Discuss about similarities and differences between Japanese and Australian below 

(in ENGLISH).   

 

☆ 

I can do more than what sensei teaches! 
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Lesson 5 introducing others 
 

Class First name Last name Partner’s first 
name 

Partner’s last 
name 

 
 

    

 

WALT To find new words, to make sentences to introduce others, to respect 
others in different culture 

WILF Your using a dictionary, your asking questions, your completion of this 
sheet, your helping others 

My behaviour goals  
 

 

Basic level task (C level) 

Task 1: Use your dictionary to find the following words in Japanese in YOUR BOOK!  (1) he, (2) she, 

(3) we, (4) you-plural, (5) they, (6) like, (7) is, (8) are, (9) Australian, (10) Japanese. 

Task 2: Make the following sentences in Japanese in YOUR BOOK! (1) He is Australian.  (2) She is 

Australian.  (3) We are Australian.  (4) They are Japanese.  (5) Japanese people like sumo. 

Challenging level task (A or B level) 

Task 3: Pick your partner and write at least 5 sentences (ENGLISH) to introduce him/her in YOUR 

BOOK. 

Task 4:  Check your dictionary to find out unknown words in Japanese in YOUR BOOK. 

Task 5: Pick your partner/friend. And introduce him/her to Japanese people.  You are to write at 

least 5 sentences. 

Topics wa Nouns Particles verbs 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 

Task 6: Discuss about “respecting others” in ENGLISH below.  It is recommended to use ‘the 6 

thinking hats’ and “ABCDEFGH method.”  You could write your idea on the back side of the sheet if 

you need more space. 

☆ 
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Lesson 6: Japanese chat training 
 

Class First name Last name Partner’s first name Partner’s last name 

  
 

   

Task: Chat with your partner in Japanese!  You can use a dictionary and help each other. 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 

YOU: 

Partner: 
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☆ 

I am happy to see students submit their worksheet depending on their progress.  Some students 

submit worksheet every week, other students submit every couple of weeks, etc.  That is totally OK 

with me.  Their efforts can be assessed by their submission rate (e.g., If a student submit 6 

worksheets a term, that is 100% submission rate (their 6 work sheet in this term, which is “A” for 

efforts in submission) and progress (as you can see, I ask them similar type of questions over and 

over and therefore I can see clearly their progress). 
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Conclusion 
  

I have changed my teaching style towards Australian Curriculum since the beginning of this year 

2016.  That is because I started feeling limit in my traditional “One-way” teaching style.  But 

Australian Curriculum gave me an opportunity to change my teaching style.   As a result, I clearly see 

more engagement of the tasks and higher frequent use of Japanese and higher proficiency of 

Japanese in my class.   Of course there are still many problems I need to work on.  But those 

problems will be fuel to go further!  

I would also like to address Educational reform in Japan here.  They have been stuck in traditional 

one way teaching for years in Japan.  But they have finally started reforming their system and 

methodology under instructions of Japanese Educational Ministry.  One of the biggest changes was 

‘’Active Learning” that is learner centred approach and encourages students to work together to find 

out their tasks, questions, hypothesis, answers and solutions by themselves.  It looks like teachers 

are unkind and lazy because the main jobs of teachers are walking around in the room and give 

students advice on the tasks.   

Education has dramatically started to change not only in Japan but also in many countries (e.g., USA, 

Australia, etc.) in the world.  Education system in the countries had been far away from real world.   

But many people finally recognised the “gap” and start to seriously change their traditional way of 

teaching and learning in 21 centuries. 

What I shared in this document is a very very very very very tiny approach to the current stream of 

new education in the world.  It is like a leaf on the ocean.  But thank you so much for picking such a 

tiny leaf on the ocean. 

It would be great if I could see you in a workshop or on skype to discuss and develop our ideas and 

practices one day.   

 I hope the ICE approach help you melt your ICE in your heart….. 

Thank you and arigato 

 

Tsunehiro Nonaka 

13/3/2016 
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